
                                               AP United States History 

  

The AP U.S. History course outlined in this framework reflects a commitment to what history 
teachers, professors, and researchers have agreed is the main goal of a college-level U.S. history 
survey course: learning to analyze and interpret historical facts and evidence to achieve 
understanding of major developments in U.S. history. 

To accomplish this goal, the AP U.S. History Course and Exam Description defines concepts, 
skills, and understandings required by representative colleges and universities for granting 
college credit and placement. Students practice the reasoning skills used by historians by 
studying primary and secondary source evidence, analyzing a wide array of historical facts and 
perspectives, and expressing historical arguments in writing. 

Teachers create their own curriculum by selecting, for each concept, content that enables 
students to explore the course learning objectives and that meets state or local requirements. 
The result is a course that prepares students for college credit and placement while relieving 
the pressure on AP teachers to superficially cover all possible details of U.S. history. 

Overview 

 
I. AP History Disciplinary Practices and Reasoning Skills  

The AP history disciplinary practices and reasoning skills are central to the study and 
practice of history. Teachers should help students develop and apply the described 
practices and skills on a regular basis over the span of the course. 

II. Thematic Learning Objectives 
The thematic learning objectives, organized into seven major themes, describe what 
students must be able to do by the end of the AP U.S. History course. These learning 
objectives are the targets of AP Exam questions. 

III. Concept Outline 
The concept outline details key concepts that colleges and universities typically expect 
students to understand in order to qualify for college credit and/or placement. 

IV. AP History Disciplinary Practices and Reasoning Skills 
The AP history courses seek to apprentice students to the practice of history by 
emphasizing the development of disciplinary practices and skills while learning historical 
content. Students best develop these practices and skills by investigating the past 
through the exploration and interpretation of a rich array of primary sources and 
secondary texts and through the regular development of historical argumentation in 
writing. 

 


